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e.maseum of Natural History, Cali, Colombia,

Aﬂneftéaeconomic réasons, it wés'ndt poss;plg'for me to t:évgl BN~

dfhévééiiked, to visit sarees thatinave recéived tremendous impact in

om new sspects of develOpment end modern methods of road builr':v

ding end tree cutting, after I received the inv1tation to partlcipate in the




Fram orig al forests, in extreme cases- to grazing fields, and more recenthy

The effect of this practise goes along the rivers, and in many instances

the navigable rivers ar:_being filled with the silt and send that comes frqm the




th the forests ere gone the ot.her forms of life oy

‘umld trOpical forest in the valleys;w’t thhvbeggnning, in
= ov‘.’)

;d as uell and most of tne fanna. This was the case for the
50 yeers 8go,

bility dge to the heavy 1ayer of smoke tnat covere the country.
: iy dﬂkappearance :




rious problams to contend with in the humid and rainy
ractlce of deforestation is the degrsdetion of the 5011
ei;lsides of the_Anges, where the se;; is repidly teken
ot,elwegs is taken;into,coneideration the quaiity of the

he forest, and where this is lateritic, or of some other

crOps, or in no smell degree to grazing lend. Happily in the southern end of

crops are plantel the soil is of such kind thet cen stend the rains, otaer-

~wise}the§’fareas sould have been abandoned long ago. In the uidio erees st %he,

subtrOpical level the lateritic soil is still producing, because it is devoted
- to coffeeculture, which in COlqmbiasnas been done with tue soft variety -Coffea

arsbige-, which need shgde to grow. Several species of shBdée trees are used, and




- In places like the Rio Mira (Mira River) vealley, vast expanses of for-

%éétéifwe;eﬂinitially cut to plent benens trees, Forgetting the tropicel storms
thet sre freeueot here; plenters did not left trees to act as windbrakers, edd
',ié mﬁ?xAiﬁeténeee;they lost theiriefforts, because their plantetioos were des-
:ft#oyed oitt;l'storms. Quite a tew ebandoned the banhana culture, and converted

iA‘e:hv' pioperties to cattle grazing rapphexy fields. What is worst, when these
were originally cut, the wood sﬁ& lumber were not used, but let to rot

ound, ¢ even thonén tnere was & railwey at short distence from these

after
1ds.VValuable woods, more precious then the crops thet were sought/rot there‘

‘severe loss for the prOSperity of the country.
fIn‘the_Urebé ;egion, in extreme northwestern Colombias, new snd lerge

;ji ,tﬁ_‘ens offbanana are being made, Here too every rainy season we ieern that

the plantations ere destroyed by storms, but I can not understand, after so many

< survive
s eut to protect the benens crops, until new trees thet can/:xxnt the new

.:grown—to protect the plsntation, Ik znlxtlu«large-rigurescin losses
are recorded from this problem elone,
exaustive
£ ¥ I think that /resesrch is needed in new ereas of development, before
: uxploitatlon BEK permits ere grented or new colonizations are planned, in or-

der to avoid future failuree, and nseless destruction of forests thet could be




ational utilization of the forest products
7ss‘1s the nost common practice today.

_Mx_iidustry is teking a rapid step, both on ‘the Pecific, as well
Amazon drsihsges, but in most ceses there is not enough control, to

ﬂ >usble species sre nop depieted completely, and fine weod
u;ury todey, because the lumberers work in & very primitive
‘overnment control, as to the way thqypractlce their craft,

The custqm is that two or three of these men rosm through tihe forests in aslinh qnlest ‘
,fiﬁe'trees}é mehogany, walnut,Jred ceder, and meny more,- &nd when they find
& suitable tree,they get their "machetes" -wood knivesﬂLoutJend cut or clean

all vegetation under the tree that they sre going to use in en area of 80 or
JCOO feet across, killing in that wey ell the new or young trees of the same kind
as the one they ere going to use. This practice, I think,should be stopped if we

“to save the valueble species. This,system is in practiee by brivate lumr

=< «aseﬂfmﬁ@ v

/ These ignorant peasants sell the lumber at rather low prices to people that f
: i

buy 1t7e1ther at the lumbering spot, or'st the nearest road where they can trans- 3
1

!

ﬁ_port it by truck to the msrket centers. ‘These peOple ere the ones that are msking

"'the geod butiness, and the poor pessesnt thet swests out himself sawing by hend
wood 1s aluays poor, and more so every year, because he findsFess and less

s table. trees to cut, end these &re farther and - farhher awsy esch time. These

;peOple byvignorance,and lsck of'control,are destroyingfour'fine wood heri;i

tage—~with no ways of obtaining a better living, but impoverishing the natural

» resources of the country and themseltes.s;/' i

ik e . = 25 P = 3
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a-ese need 2] so 8 better control from the pert of the authorities conp

qrrcerned to see that they leave enqgﬁh seed trees to preserve the forest. ‘;/;//




~'human S
. water for/&xExx use, for electric power, and other/ today,
en destroyed, snd ere still being destroyed inéxplicably/

al plantation of whetever is necessary for the paper industry,

that we should _have also programs of reaforestation for the seek

%:of preserving lxxl: theksoipg the weter, the fauna, the climate and th ndo :

scape. In many placee ue need permanent woods for the purposes avove men tioned,»

'and where it is not advisable ‘to spend.money and effort in plenti rezotic spe-

at a high cost when the native, indigenous species € cheaper to repro- :

e only by fencing the srees snd controlling the fires, This last danger is

as statted before; otherwise we will have to regret sooner or later for not
i’doing 1t. Vast programs of conifervand;eucaliptuS'plantations are undersway
AR several regions of Golombia, and I understand in other tropical Latinpnmer-
| i'snf'ountries as: uell, Sponsored by the peper 1nduetry, as well es the govern-
‘~concerned. Lete us hope these will seve some of the eriginal ‘or netive

5 : existing
Unhgﬁly in some plsces/native wow have been cut to plent th onifers.
\not forget the drastic ecologicsl changes that these new forests intvo-r
ithe natural community. The uniformity of these woods may attract insect
pests, vthat will not be controlled by the loesl fauns, thet in general do not
Ainhsbit these woods,. Iﬂhave alresdy seen exemples of this problem in the water- -
>~shad of Manizaiesggghere the patches of conifers hed meny trees esffected by in=-
‘?h\9°9ﬁs2;?h?}9.§?§ ié;iii patches of netive trees'werebhealthk end abounded in

ife sbsent from the other sreas.




the Anehicayé river. Lack of stricktcontrol of the watershed hae en-;
~dengered this power source. Squatters ‘inveded ‘the water “shed aree, prod- :
ucing large quetity of silt ‘end all sort of debris that have filled the re-
servoir. Same years ago the problem was envisaged but instead oB getting the
,'r,squatters out,a tipicel engineer’ vbw of the problem edOpted to buy 8 dredge.‘,r
',‘The amount of silt getting into the reservoir WeS calculated ‘and the capaci-' S
oi’ the machine to be bought to/irl:igit out ‘too. But after the machine star-
Opperete, more_ squatjters came to esteblish themselves in the water ehed ;
1l ef conaeqnent increese in silt end debris going to the river. The dredge "1
'Nouerful enoggh to contend with the new situation and iahe reservoir is-i
now completely rilled, while the dredge working at all capecity tries to keep
the water ‘running et leest. This power plant as can be guessed, is not opper-
£ ating at itsnormel rete, but curteiled in its power production, but whet is
 worst, probably/me:o stop working, it drestic end costly measures are not
,teken imnedietely. Another severvoir to help the one meitioned, is at this mo-
| ment being built in the mein tributar;t of this watershed, end it is hOped that
'—rthe experience acqu&red from the first csse will decide the authorities to :
-« frown squetters from getting into the new river basin. Some think that with

the money - invested in buying the dredge, when it wes done, tiere was enogh mo-

ney to heve hmugik moved sthe then existing_:'squett‘ere)to other J.ees dangerous

locetion,




metines the projects sre decide*ﬁpon because of the chesper initisl cost
n&ilding'hear the towns they are~going to serve,;where roads exist or need:
vlittle building, evaileble man power, and small cost of trensmission lines.

o there
'Toms then need lit.tle power. But/tk is no= plannhg for the future develop-

v"nunw-of the country, end fast growing towns. b- lack ot fer signtedness in the
‘future of the enterprises end no control measures to protect the watersheds, or

simply by building these projects where slready exist the erosion problem.

ses of this lest condition cen be seen almost everywhere. c= Probsbly the
ost difficult to solve is humen pepulation explosion, Not all the sress of the
ericen countries are suitahle or adequsete for humen living or sgricui-

1us the urben centers and even the rursl dlellings ere concentrated in*"

”fftﬁé‘efeas.where_conditlons are more fevoreble, but it is e well know factor now

"te&@fvgrowt of the human Species is resching dsngerous levels,,for the
-problams involved, the humen pressurecon the natural resources, and E-
degraded s@ils, and the

eduetion of the/earth to support more and more crops, agravated by the mul-

tiplication of both rurasl snd urben dwellings, =nd the necessary roeds to keep

r~pece‘with the economicel development of the countriee;~end ell other things
,at this problem posg like trash accumnlation or dlsposak, lllxgl water pol-_
‘ ;eff“lution by 3ewage or tresh, or factories!s westes.
The social problems thet these countries have to conteﬂi xxx® with,
meinly in the mounteins,are &s big as the Andes themselves. But still is time
| to d0»every possible,effort'to-save,some important areas of these mountains end

valleys. Action hes to be taken rapidly end with energy. Otherwise in & few years

moze there will not be an erea lerge enough for s nationsl park or & nature neserve.




'1or:other crOps. Sometimes valuable woods ere cut and burnt in place, utilizing
only a very smell quantity of it for PEEER home needs, becsuse the lack of roeds

‘ precludes eny commerce of the wood. In most instences the velue of the forest
detroyed elone, not to mention the loss of the soil end future use of the land,

is worth more than»the crop harvesggd, In cold climetes in Colombia is planted
arietyiof corn that needs 10 to ll;months until it is seasoned for hervesting,
;while in the tropical climates two and more crops of corn per yeer can be obtsined.

sake \,\eaP’y, :
der if, for the economy of the country,it would not be wiser to sell or even
: A

gl Ato-these peor peasants tropicaly produced corn, that to let tﬂem oontinueu
nlltilln with their shifting cultivation, because in thesﬂéteep hillsides the soil
is washed away rapidly andathey have to start over again in o%her-patch, time &f—
[iLter time, year after year, end in that wey we heve seen many & forest dbsappear

of instances,
{completely, and replaced either by pasture in the best/nnnu, or just useless

v grass land ‘that is burned almost every dry season to have fresh grass
for = few grazing heads, a practice that we consider. destrdw more end more fer-
iiitility everytime. Quite often these squetters establish themselves along the ri-
\;Vers, rivulets, ereeks, and head waters of important watersheds, endangering the
future of these, a_nd meking future deyeloPment of tone yal_l:e;zs, bellow_ difficult,

_ very costly,or impossible. ixemples of this cen be seenvin'too meny places to

be mentioned here. Nevertheless,the Cauce Valley Plateau, can be one good exam-

ple again. Eere agriculture hes reached 8 very high level, but todey the rivers




~also. -
e under surface water, but/to the continued destruction of the forests

Another crOp used in subtrbpical and tropical climates, and in meny ins-
tances not to say almost every time, plented on hilly country is the "yuca" or

which culture

‘manioc or yucca or cassava, WXNSK xnth:nninn, especially in lateritic and hilLy

untry ends with the soil in one crop. Large creters are left when the large

/ of the plant ere pulled out in harvesting. Rain or wind teke a rapid toll

the xnx loose s0il,. wbods or brush covered land is cleared for this culture.

ffih,program of soil conservetion hes to be devised. In some cases reafor-

] ‘an be done. There are 1ndigenous species or plant;and %rees.that can
L > what
be used to begln this work, In meny instances all/tkak is needed to save these

gress is simply fence them from cattle, goets, sheep, horses, or whatever grass

to protect these iromufire and squatters. In some extreme cases where only the

s remain is olmost impossible to do anythlng. k;

or vegetable eating large animals may be, and establish a body of trained wardens é%'
¥ Some far sighted land owners,used to keep some.of their property cowered Sg

with orest to preserve springs, rivulets, reeks'and headwaters of rivers but .

“how it is no longer posSible to keep these forested areas in rivete ownership,

~ beczuse the sgraricn reform law posed in order £0 obtain exte nsl aids, con—
9
=
91der that not cultivated land can revert to the ownership of the country, end

thus can be given to another pereon who cen or wishes to do some kind of plahing

in it. This provision hsas played to the destruction of meny tracts of forests by

\ peOple who were keeping them to save them from being confiscated. Also.




T

- Hoja 5 =3—

“

28w vucne-que tlene sabor a pescado, se:vende como tal algunas veces bajo el

nombre de salmén. Negociantes venezolanos p‘dleron permlso para matar 300,000

capibarag al afio en Colombia. Sig ulendo bk uge"ncla como consejero:.del Minis-

‘berlo, el Ministro de Agrlculturafrechazé\ p:npuesta.

Los venezolanos eaercieron-alguna presion sobre'qtro-miniStro y este les conce-
did un permiso por 50,000 al afio y con un. poco . més de presidn la cuota fué

caumentada a 20 OOO mis. Pero no hay control de ninguna clase.

Log animales se,llevaban a encerrar en corrales y sacrlflcados para aprovechar

la came, Sus pleles vallosaq son deSPChadas ¥ botadas. Esta no es una forma

ra01onal de utiliza e,wecurSO natural.  5*"“~“

El negocio de pie es es més dl"CJl de suspender que el negoclo de animales

vivos porgue al 8 agenc;as ‘oficiales lo fomenuan para obtener divisas ex-

trenjeras.Paises ortadores co 0. Los, Estados Unldos, Inglaterra, Hblanda,

Aélgica y Alemania fodrian ayudsr mucho para;reduclr el mercado de animales

vivos o quizds suspenderlo defi itivqmeﬁté*ci'ﬁhdierén reducir o prohibir la

importaciodn de animales " pels " ¥y conceder lﬂcencias exclus1vamente 2 Unos

\
pocos Jardines ZOOléglCOb b' n e"table01d0”,

T o

TLos ConseTVac1onlstas en oJombla eutdmosqtratando dc esLablecer parque na-

cionales y reoervas najfirales pcro mecesitamos ayuda para convencer al go-

bierno y persuadlrl en estp sen%Ldo- Tre"freservas se han establecldo re-

Dos regiones también han sido es ooi;dﬁs ¢on eote fln en 1os deparﬁamentos del
Valle y del Ceuca; los Farallones ‘de CallA n el Valle' ¥ Puracé en el Cauca,
en la cordillera central. DeSgracladamente nlnguno de estos ultlmos ha sido
'aprobado por el Gobierno Cential v conbinds la destruceidn de la fawna y de
la flora. Deberian ser protegidos anmes de que la destru0016n gea tal que

no puedan convertirse en parque naruralcs .
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agu%ho pueden escapar esta destruccidn, y las ciudades grandes y pequeiias
estdn sufriendo por escacés de agua y de fuerza hidroeléctricqhientras que a

los valles les falta el agua necesaria para los cultivos.

Tas cacerfas continuas sin limitaciones, o temporadas, ni reglamentacidén acer-
co de la metanza de las hembras constituyen otro problema. Otro aspecto muy se-
rio es la comercializacidn de la fauna selvaje, de la cual hay dos formas : el

negoeio con animales vivos y el negocio de las pieles.

Cada afio miles de animales vivos se exportan de Colombia y por cada ejemplar
que llega vivo a su destino, ggghos»mneren enn el camino debido a falta de cui-~

dados o aglimento inadecg 0. Lsto es definitivemente cierto en relacidn con los

quetzales, gallitos fle las rocas, michas tédngaras y especies pescadoras. Miles

“de tdngaras mueren en las joaulas de los coleccionistas antes de ser exportadas.

“ Con respecto a los que\zales y gallitos de ;és rocas creo que 50 ejemplares
mueren por cada uno gue \sohreviva . Nuevo /sistemas de captura hacen que sea
muy £acil coger log Pdjards con el resulfado de que grandes poblaciones han si-
do exterminadas en algunos en un/afio un solo exportador exportd 300.000
.ejemplmres. Tos papagayos se por millares mensualmente a Mexico y lue-
go introducidos de comtrabando ¢ Estados Unidos. No se escapan ni los
rephiles ni los peces, centenar S\Qe miles de exportan vivos. Los huevos de
tortuga se recogen en gran miero, ?rincipalmente en los rios Magdaléna lleta
y Caquetd, poniendo en De;1g~o la svpervivencia de las especies. Los datos

que se incluyen han 1dQ/IeCOD11ﬂddn por inspectores oficiales en Call y Leti-

cia y denunciados ponAuna revista deportiva de Barranguilla.

En realidad los numeros correspondientes a Cali y Barranquilla_estén por debajo
de 1lo correcio; uchos ejemplares salen fraudulentaménte del pais, mientras
'que los datos correspondienies a ILeticia incluyen pieles . Algo debe hacerse
para controlar, o suspender completamente, este negocio internmacional de anima-
les, ademds muchos animales se sacrifican por sus pieles tales como safnos,
:jaguares, ocelotes, nutrias amazénicas; yo tengo los comprobantes de una perso
na que exporté 480,000 pleles en un aflo, otros animales tales como la capibara

se sacrlflcan a mlllares por su carme siendo esta matanza wno de los peores
b casos.“‘ S
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81 cammo que $iene sabor o peseadsy se vende como bal algunas ¥eces baje el
nouwbre de salmdn,. Hegg-;ciahms venczolonos pidiercn pemnico para mabar 300.000
copibazas al afio en Colombiz. Siguiendo missugeroncia como eoasejeroddel ifinipg-
terio, el Minietre de Agriculiure vechazd 1 propucsta.

Ion venegolancs ejercieron algma pivpion sobre obtro minietro y esie les conce~
did pormiso por 50,000 el efio y con un poco wds de presidn lo cuoba Dud
51 de ninguna close.

Ton enimales se llevabon o oueoryar en/corrales y eacrificados para eprovechar

gunanbeda & 20,000 nds. Pore no hay conls

iz cames Sus picler valiouns nod do

c¢hodas ¥ boltadas. Beta no eg we forna
. yeolopsl de ubtiligar oabe mocurso nibucal, .

- Bl negocio de pleles es mis di »
wivos pormque alpmas sgoneios oficlinles lo fomoutsn para obtencr divisas exe

SronioTs

S LALLGE D

Bélgiea v Alemanis

vives © quizds suspender iti % pudderan redueir o pronibir le

Ios Conservacicnifios on Col«hbis ontomos tratondo de estcblecer parque na-

cionales y resofvos nabuiales pers nccositanos ayuda para convencer 8l go~
blemmo ¥y pevy To en exts senbido. Tres reservas se han e@tablccido re-
eie_mi;e::xm-hé en el noxve por la Gs Ve Iey wa entidad oficinl del gobicrme
pora ol deparxolle de los valles del logdalena y del Simd; lo Sierra de la
Hacarena, una extengidn de 11,000 klldmetros cundrades, &e hn eonvertido en
uNa reserva na’suml?_.lo pigmo wn peguetio paique naciomel, lo duaeva de los

Gudcharos pava protejerlosy ambos nsccmiten orgonizacidn y supervisida.

Dos regiones tambidn hom sido oseogldas con ente f£in en loe deparbamentos del
Valle y del Cauce; loo Farailomes de Cali en el Valle y Puracéd en el Cauca,
en lo cordillera coniral. Dosgrociadamente ninguno de estos ultimos ho sido .
aprobado por el Gobierno Conbtral y eontinda le destruceidn de la fowvna y de
1a floros Deberfen sor protegidos antes de que la destruceidn sea tal que

no pucdan convertirse en porgue natumlos .
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aguafzo pueden escapar esie destruccibn, y lag ciudades grandes y pequeiias
estdn sufriendo por escacds de asuc y de fuerza hidroeléctricc’nlentms que a
los wvalles les falta el agun necosaria para 1os cultlvo ; '

las cacerias conbinuss sin Llu"’lluflclmﬁ‘ﬂ, 0 temporadas, ni rc‘,lamen‘aac:x.én acer-
ca de la matonga de lag hembras comstiiuyen obtro problema. Otro aspecto muy se-
rio es la ecomerecializacidn de la foxmn salvaje, de la cual hay dos formas ¢ el
negoelo cun enimales vives v ol nc-f_ﬁ:r;eio de las pieles.

Cada oo miles de aniueles vivos se oxportan de Colombia y por cada ejemplar
que llega vive a ou destinog muchos mueren ¢4 el camino debido a falta de cug-

dados ¢ alimento inadecuado. Bato es definitivamenie elerbo en relacién con los

tdngeras y ecpecies pescodoras. Ililes
de tdngares miczen en log joulas de lgb cbloecionistas' antes de ser exportadns.

Con TBBpQe Asos de lag rocas erco que 50 oaemmlares
mieren poy cadd SViVA & Imcvos s:.stcnns de captura hacen que sea

do exterminadanm on alzu Ziozs on nn afio uva BoXG ! exporc wdor exportd 3004000
gjomplaress. leoa : ares mensualuenie g i‘iexico ¥y lue~
50 dnvroducidos dc abe 3 ] sados Unidos. No se escapan ni log
reptiles ni los peocesy centenarce & miles @e exporian vivose Los huevos de
torbuga ee recogen ofr grem 111%, principaimente en los rios Magdalena Ueta.:
v Gaguetd, poniendd en Lchrro 12 superviveneis de lac especies. Ios datos

que oo incluyen hod .;n‘}io recopiladas por inspectores oficiales en Coli y Tebi-
cla y wm‘nc.wdoq por wna revisto deporbiva de Barranquilla.

BEn maliuad lom mimeros correspondicnies a Cali y Barranquilla estdn por debajo

de lo corwecto; muchos ejemplares seden froudulentomenie del p'ziu, mientras
que los datos eorrespondientos a Toticia ineluyen picles o Algo debe hacerse

para conirolar, ¢ suspender complaiorente, esbe negocio ind temaeional de aninge
les, edemis muchos smimales se sncrlfican por sus pleles tales como safnos,
‘jaguams, ocelotos, nutrins guezdnicas; yo tengo los comprobanies de wna pergo

na que exporié 480,000 pieles en nm'%a.;c), otros aninales tales como la cepibare
ge sacrifican o nillares por su came slendo esta matanza wnoe de los peores
Tel=T= 13T



